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Letter from the Editors

elcome to BayCon 2025, A Convenient Parallel

Dimension. It's a long-time BayCon tradition to
provide our members with a corporeal publication.
Hopefully we’ll make it through the con without shift-
ing quantum states—as long as we're here, you’ll find
us hanging out in ProgOps. Things you can expect to
read over the weekend:

«  Programming changes and important convention
updates and notices.

« Daily tarot readings by our convention chair,
SallyRose, from the Dark Wood Tarot written by
Sasha Graham and illustrated by Abigail Larson.

« Exclusive interviews with our Guests of Honor.
Full versions will be published at baycon.org (click
“News”). Also visit Wocket Launch on YouTube for
some pre-convention video interviews!

« Room party info! Find out where they are and
when they start.

« Articles on events, contests, gaming, anime,
panels, and more!

« Coverage of our Masquerade and winners!

Although not strictly newsletter, stay glued to
BayCon social media. On most platforms, we are
@BayConNews.

And remember, when there’s something strange in
your neighborhood....

Program Book Corrections

Staff List, pg 15-16 TABLETOP GAMING

Charity Head is Gwenn Held,
Gopher Head is Dave Held,
Gabrielle Westfield is a Gopher Second
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LIVE KITTEN PARTY

Thu, July 3, 6PM - ??? Room 1709
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So, What Is Westercon?

Westercon (short for West Coast Science Fantasy
Conference) was first proposed in 1948 by a
member of the Los Angeles Science Fantasy Society
(LASFS) as an annual convention for West Coast
fans. It was held as a one-day event in September
1948, with an attendance of 77.

Since then, Westercon has been hosted in
numerous cities across the Western third of the

US. In most years, Westercon is its own convention,
often with a unique name, like FiestaCon or Conzilla.
It's also run much like a Worldcon (The World
Science Fiction Convention), where a committee
submits a bid to run the convention in a specific city
for the year.

For 2025 and 2026 (Westercon 77 & 78), BayCon'’s
parent organization spSF was awarded the rights

to host by the Westercon committee. What does
this mean? Well, by attending BayCon you are also
attending and supporting Westercon, a rich tradition
of fandom in the Western US! Also if you visit the
Westercon table you can purchase a “voting token”
for Westercon 79, which grants you a supporting
membership for that convention and voting rights
for any bids to host it.

For more information on bidding on or supporting a
Westercon, or if you just want to know more, visit
westercon.org.
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A Pattern Deck Reading for BayCon 2025

For a question like “how will the con go,” the best
layout is a three-card line. In this arrangement, the
first card represents our starting point, the second
card shows us the path to follow, and the third
forecasts where we will end up.

Here, our starting point is a grim one: The Mask of
Night. That is the card of bad luck, even doom . .

. and given the current state of affairs here in the
U.S., this seems like a reflection of the trouble we
face right now, the sense of foreboding so many of
us feel as we head into the Fourth of July weekend.

But that is only where we begin! Our path is that of
The Artful Gentleman, the card associated with the
Dvornik, the Vraszenian Clan of the Fox. This is the

card of clever conversation and dashing adventure,
of flamboyant action coupled with an unquenchable
sense of fun. The fox reminds us to be bold!

And where does that lead us to? The humble Turtle
in Her Shell is the card of protection. A weekend at
a genre convention may seem frivolous at a time like
this (it would not be the first time the Dvornik have
been accused of frivolity . . .), but by having fun with
our community, we fortify ourselves against the
slings and arrows of the world around us. We need
to protect our hearts as much as our bodies!

M.A. Carrick, July 2025
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@ Want to own your own copy

of M.A. Carrick’s Pattern
Deck?

Preorders are available
now:
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