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Program Changes

Beginning Chainmail, Shaggy Scales 4:00 PM
has been canceled. Check for other Beginning
Chainmail workshops later on this weekend.

Mission Has Food

Hungry tonight and looking for an alternative to
hotel food? Mission College is having a celebration
of the 4th of July and will be hosting several food
trucks in their lot. To get there, head a little bit north
back to Great American Parkway. You should be able
to see the setup from there, across the street at
Mission.

spSF Writing Contest: Stories

This year marked the introduction of the annual Writing

Contest, sponsored by the Society for

the Promotion of Speculative Fiction

(q (spSF). The winner of the contest was

S?«fﬁﬂ&‘E announced at Opening Ceremonies.

rcoraniericiion  Check a future newsletter for informa-
/ tion about the winner and how to read
their story!

Show Us Your Snaps!

The Info Desk would love to host some of your

convention photos on one of our digital picture

frames. Drop by and deliver them to us digitally,

or check out the Polaroid Camera and go take

a few retro pics! Bring them back to Info, and

we'll scan them in, and then you can keep the

originals! Obviously, please make sure your photos

are appropriate for all ages, and that you have

permission from your subjects.

See you at Info!

Bay and Westercon
Combine - we wish we knew how!
Make things good
near you.

Interview: Stacy and Tracy

We managed to grab the ‘Acys to answer some very important
questions. These are excerpts, you can read the entire
interview at www.baycon.org.

Parallel Press: What were some of your earliest
fandoms/your fandom origin story? What does
fandom mean to you?

Stacy and Tracy: Both sets of parents were/are into
sci-fi, fantasy, and literature. My dad was a librarian
and read the writings of Nikos Kazantzakis aloud
while holding infant me in his other arm. Thanks to
him, | read the Foundation trilogy and Dune on my
own at age 5. Mom did all the sewing and was briefly
in showbiz (there was jewelry and costumes galore
at the house). Tracy watched “Professor What”
(obvs fam joke) and we both still get goosebumps
when the ITC logo and theme spin across our

paths, as back in the (cough cough ‘70s) that meant
Space:1999 was on next and our families dropped
everything to watch. Someday Tracy and | need to
costume Alan and Maya.

While | had read Damnation Alley (the film version
was shooting against a little space fights flick), it
was the endless crawl of that Star Destroyer that
caused the visceral shift in both of our tummies
and realities. For Halloween | was Princess Leia
(with my own hair), then a Colonial Warrior from OG
Battlestar Galactica (all costumes created mostly
by Mom and little bit me). We're both Star Trek:
TOS syndication babies. Fandom means following
the exploits of a realm ranging from casual but
consistent attention to being the actual “fan”atic.
Depending upon the topic, Tracy and | are both.

PP: How did you get involved with the various
fandom communities you're part of (i.e., 501st,
Browncoats, Royal Manticoran Navy, etc.)? What is
it about those canons that had you taking the extra
steps into either forming or joining a fandom group?

SM: Ouir first cons were in the (slightly less cough
cough) ‘80s (Shore Leave, Timecon, etc.) with
homemade costumes and props for Star Trek, BSG,



The ‘Acy’s Interview (contd.)

eventually Bab 5, Stargate, LotR, Jin-Roh, and on. In
the ‘90s and despite living on different Coasts, Tracy
and | jumped right into the 501st, and he with Hi-
Impact Props and Costumes. After hitting a record
14 cons in 1997, | came to my senses and moved

to California, joining Hi-Impact, the Golden Gate
Garrison, the USS Northern Lights, nearly all the Bay
Area fan groups, thanks to Tracy. He is also to blame
for introducing me to the USS Hornet.

Chagrined to admit that at first, we blew off Firefly
as a Western series but straightened up and flew
right, and we joined TRMN for the uniforms, no
shame. NuBSG and The Expanse came along (and

as with Firefly when we finally caught up) it was

the worldbuilding, inherent cultural familiarity,
camaraderie, and zippy dialog that hooked us. The
same concepts motivate us with the fandom groups.

PP: If applicable, what are some interesting
examples of how your fandom interests have
intersected with your day job?

SM: Ha! Funny this being the next Q, well-played. |
wrote fanfic as a child, did stints in pro writing and
editing, and currently create technical training.
Fandom seamlessly found its way into all three
phases (plus a pop culture magazine startup) and

| still have most of my writing and artwork from
each. Being press and pro meant Worldcon-level
access and we landed on panels that merged

our work with fannish pursuits. It's amazing how
fascinated colleagues are by our dressing up as
plastic spacemen for charity. Tracy is a mechanical
designer and uses those superpowers for prop-
building. There isn't much hands-on he doesn’t know
how to do. We are both lucky to work at locations
that could be movie sets, and we are planning
costume photoshoots as we do on the Hornet.

PP: How did the two of you come together?

SM: Relo from the East Coast meant leaving my
beloved vehicle behind so when there was a Star
Wars event at Hiller Aviation Museum, | cadged a
ride from a Tracy. With the spelling of my name,

| assumed he was a she, not that it mattered.
Anyhoo, twentymumblemumble years later here we
are, The Acys (T for tall, S for short). | know | missed
a lot of his story, but he’s pretty high-verbal, so
count on the stories being told.

PP: What are you looking forward to most at BayCon
this year?

SM: Always the best seeing folks we don’t get to
visit with as often as we'd like. There has been so
much loss in fandom since 2017 in particular, we just
want to run our mouths with our friends.

Give Blood For Life

As usual we have partnered with Vitalant to host an
annual blood drive! The drive will be held Saturday
July 5th, 2025 from 11:00AM to 4:00PM in Newport
Beach.

Visit The Heinlein Society / Vitalant table next to
Registration to sign up. Nahid and Victor will be on
site Saturday beginning
at 9:30 AM for any
questions. Sign up
early, as there are a
limited number of slots.

Boffers!

Flail away at foam spirits on the Sedona patio.
Boffers is open from 7:00 PM to Midnight, Friday
thru Sunday

vitalonty

Parties Parties Parties

Room parties are a rich, fannish tradition at
BayCon. Here are the ones happening tonight. Most
receptions open around 8-9pm, depending on the
host.

 Sir Lance’s Party, 2602
* Red Room, A Tribute to David Lynch, 2642

First Badge Props

As is the usual tradition,
Newsletter features the first
attendee to pick up their badge
from Registration. Let’s give it up
for Sandra!
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