
Card of the Day (Judgement)

Art by Abigail Larson, from the Dark Wood Tarot
Reading by SallyRose Robinson

Interview: Sasha Graham
Sasha Graham connected with the Parallel Press for an 
interview. Here are some excerpts, You can read the entire 
interview at www.baycon.org.
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Programming Scrolls
Our programming coven has been hard at work 
weaving spells and divinations for the weekend’s 
festivities. Sojourn to the InfoDesk (in the Ballroom 
foyer) to obtain a copy of the latest spellbook, and 
a map detailing the spectral demesne of BayCon 
2025.

It is the first day of Con 
and we have so much to 
do and see. We are trying 
to make the decisions of 
where we will spend our 
time and resources. We 
have made the choice to 
step into the exploration 
and expand your mind 
with the adventures 
you are about to take by 
coming to BayCon 2025/
Westercon 77. It is time to 
accept your fate. Give in 
and see what awaits you 
as you journey through 
the doors of each panel 
or event space. 

BC2025 CHALLENGE COINS

Parallel Press: Thanks for connecting with us, 
Sasha. I guess the first question would be for our 
readers who may not be familiar with your work, 
how did your journey with tarot begin?
Sasha Green: I am a HALLOWEEN baby. I grew up 
feeling like a weirdo, supernatural creature so when 
I was 12, my elementary school did a fundraiser and 
I volunteered to read tarot under a tent even though 
I’d never touched a deck of tarot.
I ran to the mall, brought home the RWS deck and 
excitedly opened it. My stepsister’s Born-Again 
Christian friend was in the house, saw my cards, 
snatched them from me, ran outside, doused them 
with lighter fluid and lit them on fire. She told me 
they were the Devil’s handiwork.
At that moment, I knew I was onto something good!
PP: How do you get inspired to create a new deck? 
What’s the process for going from concept to a 
concrete design? 
SG: Love this question soooo much. First question 
is always, “What am I obsessed with?” It might be an 
aesthetic, a point of view, an unanswered question, 
or combo.
My first deck, “Tarot of the Haunted House,” from 
Lo Scarabeo, came about because I was collecting  
softcover, gothic novellas from the 60’s & 70’s. You 
know, the ones with gorge ladies who are dashing 
away from a brooding gothic castle and/or haunted 
houses.
I realized the haunted house was a perfect 
metaphor for all of us. You, me, everyone, we are 
all walking jump scares. We are chock full of the 
secrets we hide from ourselves and others. We all 
have dark scary parts alongside our sunny, soaring, 
beautiful parts. But all of us carry deep mysteries 

Bring home an artifact of the 
supernatural!

BayCon 2025 Challenge Coins 
are on sale all weekend in the 
Dealers Room.

These are exclusive to this 
year’s convention and are a 
limited run. Once they sell out, 
that’s it! No resurrections!



inside ourselves. We have to uncover and unravel 
those uncanny, mysterious places inside ourselves 
in order to evolve into who we are meant to become. 
It can be terrifying, but it can also be lots of fun!
The Tarot creation process begins with me writing 
up a proposal (same as a book proposal), outlining 
the deck, including each card and the guidebook. 
Once I’ve sold the proposal and been contracted 
by a publisher, we begin the search for the perfect 
artist to bring my vision to life. Once an artist is 
secured, I send detailed descriptions of each card 
(like scenes from a movie) to the artist. They return 
a sketch of the card. The sketch portion is where 
notes and any changes in composition are made. 
Once the sketch is approved, the artist does the 
final coloring of the card. Voila, 78 cards later, we 
have a Tarot!
I’ve created 3 decks, my bestseller, “Dark Wood 
Tarot,” “Tarot of the Haunted House,” and “Tarot 
of the Witch’s Garden” in the last 11 years. A deck 
usually takes at least 3 years from start to finish.
PP: Tell us a little bit about your podcast Sasha 
Graham’s Ghost Stories by the Fire. How did it start 
up and what’s your favorite part about telling ghost 
stories on air? 
SG: A friend of mine owns a cool, red velvet, 
vampire style bar called the Barrow’s Intense Tasting 
Broom out in Brooklyn. They have this cool outdoor 
fire pit and seating area. His bar manager was keen 
on doing a literary, spooky story night and invited me 
to create one. Sasha Graham’s Ghost Stories by the 
Fire was born!
Ghost Stories is like a creepy Moth storytelling 
event. I bring audience members out of the audience 
up to share their spooky stories. I’ve held Ghost 
Story events all over the US, Canada and next 
summer, Ghost Stories is heading to Edinburgh 
Fringe!
The Ghost Stories Pod grew out of my live events. 
On the pod, I’m a late night public radio host who 
is broadcasting from an abandoned fire tower in 
the Catskills. I play a curated selection of stories 
recorded at my live events. Each episode has 
a common theme like “Hotel Horror Stories” or 
“Haunted Road Trips.”
My favorite thing about my Ghost Story events 
and podcast is that it brings people together and 
grounds us in our humanity. It doesn’t matter who 
we are or where we come from, everyone has had 
things happen to them that they can’t explain away.
Oh, and I love creepy, coziness.
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Sasha Graham Interview (contd.)

SCAN THE
QR CODE

Watch interviews with our Guests of Honor on the  
Wocket Launch podcast with Sinohui Hinojosa!

Bustin’ Beverages

The Name That Drink Contest returns to BayCon! This year, the 
Marriott banquet team has stirred up a crimson concoction, and 
you get a chance to name the beverage! Head over to lobby bar 
(across from ConOps) to try the drink for yourself and submit 
a name. Submissions end Saturday, July 5th at 2PM. Winner 
gets a $50 F&B certificate and the option to be photographed in 
our photo lounge! Ingredients: Jose Cuervo Tequila, lime juice, 
simple syrup, pomegranate juice, Starry, and a chamoy rim (a 
savory sauce of Mexican origin). 

Also available are two 
other special cocktails*: 
Slimer and The Raven! 
The Slimer contains 
Midori, Smirnoff vodka, 
sweet & sour, half and 
half, banana liquor. The 
Raven quoths Bumbu 
rum, Smirnoff vodka, 
blue curacao, Luxardo 
cherry syrup, and lime 
juice. 

*Non-Alcoholic version 
only available for the 
Nameless drink.


